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Art Unit: 2155 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, 
may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 



3. Claims 36-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed-invention of 
the claims 36-44 are directed to the non-statutory subject matter. Claim 36 recited "A 
computer program product.. .comprising a computer usable medium and a computer 

program mechanism having computer program code..." which is non-statutory as 

not being tangibly embodied in a storage medium and in a manner so as to be 
executable by a computer/processor. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103(a) 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



5. Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dunn et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,916,302) in view of Schuster et al (U.S. Patent No. 
6,577,622). 



6. As to claim 1 , Dunn et al disclose a multipoint conferencing system for use in a 
computer network (see abstract; and figures 3-4 and 1 1 ), comprising: a conference 
server coupled to the network; and a link manager (conference management) coupled 
to the network, wherein the link manager is configured to selectively assign the 
conference server for the conference endpoints, to communicate at least first control 
signals to the selectively assigned conference server to establish first communication 
links (PSTN links) between the selectively assigned conference server and the 
conference endpoints, and to communicate second control signals to the selectively 
assigned conference server to establish second communication links (modem links) 
between the selectively assigned conference server through which the conference 
endpoints participating in a same multipoint conference communicate (figures 3-4 and 
1 1 ; column 8 line 51 to column 9 line 48; and column 12 line 23 to column. 14 line 61 ). 
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However, Dunn et al do not explicitly disclose that multipoint conferencing 
system, comprising: a plurality of conference servers coupled to the network; and a link 
manager coupled to the network, wherein the link manager is configured to 
communicate second control signals to the selectively assigned conference servers to 
establish second communication links among the selectively assigned conference 
servers through which the conference endpoints participating in a same multipoint 
conference communicate. 

Schuster et al explicitly disclose a multipoint conferencing system for use in a 
computer network (see abstract; and figure 2), comprising: a plurality of conference 
servers coupled to the network; and a link manager coupled to the network, wherein the 
link manager is configured to communicate second control signals to the selectively 
assigned conference servers to establish second communication links among the 
selectively assigned conference servers through which the conference endpoints 
participating in a same multipoint conference communicate (figures 2-4 and T0A-10B; 
column 7 line 21 to column 10 line 56; column 22 line 14 to column 24 line 8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Schuster et al stated above in the 
multipoint conferencing system of Dunn et al because it would have improved managing 
and controlling a multipoint conferencing system and increased the flexibility, reliability, 
and performance scalability of the network and the multipoint conferencing system. 
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7. As to claims 2-3, Dunn et al disclose that at least one of the conference servers 
has a first interface that is behind a firewall and a second interface that is in front of the 
firewall; and a link manager is configured to automatically establish a first 
communication link between one of the first interface and the second interface and the 
conference endpoint according to at least in part a location of the conference endpoint 
relative to the firewall (figure 1 1 ; column 13 line 10 to column 14 line 30). 

8. As to claim 4, Schuster et al disclose that the link manager is configured to 
automatically establish a second communication link between one of the first interface 
and the second interface and another one of the conference servers according to at 
least in part a location of the second conference server relative to the firewall (figures 2- 
4; and cojumn 10 line 57 to column 12 line 27). 

9. As to claim 5, Schuster et al disclose that the link manager is configured to detect 
at least an endpoint identification of the conference endpoints (columns 9-10; and 
column 25 lines 14-20, 23-32, and 41-51). 

10. As to claims 6-7, Schuster et al disclose that the link manager is configured to 
selectively assign at least some of the plurality of conference servers to conference 
endpoints according to endpoint identifications of the conference endpoints; and link 
manager is configured to compare endpoint identifications to a plurality of pre- 
determined sets of endpoint identification values, wherein each set is associated with at 
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least one of the plurality of conference servers (figures 2-4 and 10A-10B; column 7 line 
21 to column 10 line 56; column 22 line 14 to column 24 line 8). 

11. As to claim 8 and 10, Schuster et al disclose that one set of the pre-determined 
endpoint identification values correspond to addresses of a first network, and wherein 
another set of pre-determined identification values correspond to addresses of a second 
network; and the endpoint identifications comprise IP addresses and wherein each set 
of endpoint identification values comprises a pre-determined IP address range (figures 
2 and 1 1 ; columns 9-10; column 24 lines 9-23; and column 25 lines 14-20, 23-32, and 
41-51). 

12. As to claim 9, Dunn et al disclose that the first network and the second network 
are separated by a firewall (figure 11; column 13 line 59 to column 14 line 30). 

13. As to claim 1 1 , Schuster et al disclose that the endpoint identifications comprise 
E.164 addresses and wherein each set of endpoint identification values comprises a 
pre-determined E.164 prefix (column 25 lines 21-22). 

14. As to claims 12-19, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth to 
rejecting claims 1-1 1 above, since claim 6 does not teach or define any new limitations 
than above rejected claims 1-11. 
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1 5. As to claims 20-25, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth to 
rejecting claims 1-1 1 above. Additionally, Dunn et al disclose a link manager coupled to 
the network, the link manager is configured to set up an impromptu multipoint 
conference involving the conference endpoints without requiring prior knowledge of an 
endpoint identification of at least one of the conference (figure 1 1 ; and column 14 lines 
31-61). 

1 6. As to claims 26-30, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth to 
rejecting claims 1-1 1 above, since claims 26-30 are merely the method of operations for 
the apparatus defined in the claims 1-11 and contain similar limitations rejected in the 
claims 1-11. 

17. As to claims 31-35, they are also rejected for the same reasons set forth to 
rejecting claims 1-1 1 above, since claims 31-35 are merely the means plus functions for 
the apparatus defined in the claims 1-11 and contain similar limitations rejected in the 
claims 1-11. 

Additional References 

18. The examiner as of general interest cites the following references. 

a. Burg, U.S. Patent No. 7,039,040. 

b. Dunlap et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,760,749. 

a. Mattaway, U.S. Patent No. 6,728,784. 

b. Biggs et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,625,407. 
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1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bharat Barot whose Telephone Number is (571) 
272-3979. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 
6:00 PM. Most facsimile-transmitted patent application related correspondence is 
required to be sent to the Central FAX Number (571) 273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at (571) 272-4006. 
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